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Simi Valley's TITAN LED lights up savings for its customers 
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ABOVE: Titan LED strips are made from 95 percent recycled materials, are energy efficient and designed to replace traditional 

tungsten and fluorescent light. RIGHT: John Rusigno, chief marketing officer, holds a panel of Titan LED lights to illuminate the 

face of Brain Hennessy, president and CEO. 

 

 
KAREN QUINCY LOBERG/THE STAR Titan LED strips being manufactured in Simi Valley are made from 95 percent recycled 

materials, are energy efficient and designed to replace traditional tungsten and fluorescent light. 
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SIMI VALLEY, Calif. - The big selling point for LED lighting, and for a Simi Valley company that manufactures 
and sells LED lights, is energy savings. 

      At the Moorpark Unified School District, discussions about reducing energy costs led the district’s maintenance 

director, Gary Ventsam, to look into LED lighting as part of the district’s energy-saving efforts. 

      LED stands for “light-emitting diode,” and lights powered with these semiconductors don’t have the heat loss 

that incandescent bulbs do, making them more efficient. They also last for a long time, which means their light 

doesn’t degrade over time the way fluorescent bulbs do and burned-out bulbs don’t constantly need to be changed. 

      Working with Titan LED, which started in offices in Moorpark, the district first replaced 20 lights in the high 

school’s auxiliary gym with LED lights placed into the existing fixtures. “Right off the bat, it was a savings that 

blew me away,” Ventsam said. He said the high school’s energy bill came down by $1,500 the next month, 

something that could be attributed to a variety of factors, of which the LED lights were a part. 

     The district then tried retrofitting a couple of classrooms, putting LED tubes in to replace the overhead 

fluorescent tubes. Ventsam put a usage meter in one of those classrooms and one in another that still had 

fluorescents. The room with LED lights used 70 percent less energy that school year, he said. 

“That just got me hooked,” Ventsam said. 

      Now, any time a school or building is due for modernization, the district installs LED lights. 

      Stories of energy savings that translate into cost savings, especially as the price of energy rises each year, are 

what drive business at Titan LED. The company was recognized as one of the 2014 Inc. 500 for growing revenue by 

1,402 percent in the past three years to $7.9 million in 2013. 

       After decades of working in the health insurance industry, Brian Hennessy started Titan LED in 2009, 

incorporating the company in 2010. Hennessy, the company’s President and Chief Executive Officer, said he could 

see how health care reform was going to change the health insurance industry and he started looking for a new 

business to step into. He saw great potential in LED lighting. 

       Titan LED Chief Marketing Officer John Rusigno said the company entered the market at the start of a lighting 

revolution. “We saw the vast opportunity that awaited us in a marketplace that was literally infantile,” he said. 

       Hennessy said Titan LED started out as a reseller, but during the past three years has worked to grow into a 

manufacturing and marketing company. 

       Some of Titan LED’s top products include a 4-foot LED tube used to replace fluorescent tubes in overhead 

lighting. The lights are made to fit into the old fixtures, making the switch a quick one. Retrofits count for about 80 

percent of the company’s business, Hennessy said. New buildings and parking lots also are starting to be designed 

with LED lighting in mind, he said. 

       “The push for energy efficient lighting is absolutely there,” he said, adding later, “It’s not a question on whether 

LED is the new call for lights, it is definitely the future.” 

        Titan LED’s lighting products are 95 percent recyclable and mercury-free, which makes them both 

environmentally friendly and eliminates hazardous waste disposal costs, Rusigno said. 

         

 



 

Please visit our Website for more information www.titanled.net 

        Clients said the energy savings for the lighting pays for the LED retrofits in about two to three years, and that 

doesn’t include the maintenance savings of not having to change out bulbs and ballasts for the decades of use 

expected from each LED light. 

        Judith Mann, property manager for Los Robles Associates/Oak Tree Medical, said it took three years to pay off 

the new LED lighting in the Oak Tree Medical Center medical office building and parking lot. “It’s not cheap to do, 

but you sure do save the money on it,” she said. 

        Switching the medical office building over to LEDs created a 35 to 50 percent savings on the utility bill and 

means Mann no longer has to worry about parking lot lights burning out and the $250 fee every time she had to get a 

truck with a lift to replace it. “It’s just been wonderful, and we’re doing a good thing,” she said. Doctors prefer the 

clean, white light from the LEDs, she said. 

        At the end of last year, Shaver Automotive Group switched out the original fixtures from the 1980s in the car 

lots at two of its Thousand Oaks car dealerships to put in LED lighting, said Vice President Chris Shaver. “We have 

a much brighter lot, which is fantastic,” he said. “And getting that much brighter lot is being done with considerably 

less electricity.” Shaver and the other clients said they enjoyed working with Titan LED, which they said was a 

highly responsive company with quality products. “One of the things I liked about Titan is they are local,” Shaver 

said. “Not only their sales reps are local, but the manufacturing is local in Ventura County. We try to keep local 

when we can.” 

       Titan LED moved its headquarters to Simi Valley in 2013 for more office and manufacturing space. It continues 

to work with a contract manufacturer in Moorpark and distributes its products throughout the United States. 

       The company has grown from three employees to 19 in Simi Valley. 

        About 60 percent of the products Titan LED sells are made in the United States. Hennessy expects that to 

increase to 85 percent in the next 24 months, factoring in three new products in development and two more in the 

works. He said the company has plenty of space to grow in Simi Valley and its contract manufacturer can handle 

increased production as it adds new products. Even as it grows, Titan LED will remain committed to high quality 

standards, Hennessy said. “Our standard is absolutely world-class products,” he said. 

 

This story is part of an occasional series on how Ventura County technology companies are impacting people. If 

your company fits that profile and you would like to be part of the series, send information about your company and 

a contact number to DeAnn Justesen atdajustesen@vcstar.com. 
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Photos by KAREN QUINCY LOBERG/THE STAR Phillip Sandoval checks for even wires on a partially automated assembly line of 
Titan LED fixtures made from 95 percent recycled materials in Simi Valley. Titan, produces an energy efficient, mercury free LED 
light that is manufactured in the United States. 
 
 

 
KAREN QUINCY LOBERG/THE STAR Sylvia Rios works on a partially automated assembly line of Titan LED made from 95 percent 
recycled materials in Simi Valley. 
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KAREN QUINCY LOBERG/THE STAR Linh Nguyen (from left) programs an inspection machine as Francisco Gudino and Jose Real 
observe in the Titan LED production facility in Simi Valley. 

 
KAREN QUINCY LOBERG/THE STAR Nate Schiebelhut is part of the assembly team preparing Titan LED products for market at 
the company in Simi Valley. 


